Synthesis of the trisaccharide portion of the immunologic adjuvant QS-21A via sulfonium-mediated oxidative and dehydrative glycosylation.
[see structure]. The first synthesis of the trisaccharide fragment of the potent immunologic adjuvant QS-21A is reported. The key steps involve the application of sulfonium-mediated oxidative and dehydrative glycosidic couplings to construct the anomeric linkages in a short and convergent assembly of the branched trisaccharide.